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Talk to one another 
 
•  Did you have a “conversion” 
 experience? 
•  Is “conversion” a word you use? 



Transforming Lives 
Chaging the World 

Talk to me 
 
•  What other words / terms are 
 commonly used to describe the 
 start of a person’s experience as 
 a Christian? 
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Acts 10 [Church Bible p 1042] 
 
At Caesarea there was a man named 
Cornelius, a centurion in what was 
known as the Italian Regiment.  
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He and all his family were devout 
and God-fearing; he gave generously 
to those in need and prayed to God 
regularly.   
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Acts 10 
 
One day at about three in the 
afternoon he had a vision. He 
distinctly saw an angel of God, who 
came to him and said, "Cornelius!"  
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Acts 10 
 
Cornelius stared at him in fear. 
"What is it, Lord?" he asked. The 
angel answered, "Your prayers and 
gifts to the poor have come up as a 
memorial offering before God.  
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Acts 10 
 
Now send men to Joppa to bring 
back a man named Simon who is 
called Peter. He is staying with Simon 
the tanner, whose house is by the 
sea."  
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Acts 10 
 
When the angel who spoke to him 
had gone, Cornelius called two of his 
servants and a devout soldier who 
was one of his attendants.  
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Acts 10 
 
He told them everything that had 
happened and sent them to Joppa. 
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Acts 10 
 
"We have come from Cornelius the 
centurion. He is a righteous and 
God-fearing man, who is respected 
by all the Jewish people.  
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Acts 10 
 
A holy angel told him to ask you to 
come to his house so that he could 
hear what you have to say." 
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Acts 10 
 
So I sent for you immediately, and it 
was good of you to come.  
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Acts 10 
 
Now we are all here in the presence 
of God to listen to everything the 
Lord has commanded you to tell us.  
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•  Spiritually open  



Transforming Lives 
Chaging the World 

BEFORE 
•   Devout 
•  God fearing 
•  Generous giver 
•  Prays regularly 
•  Righteous 
•  Well respected 
•  Spiritually open  



Transforming Lives 
Chaging the World 

Acts 11:13-14 
 
He told us how he had seen an 
angel appear in his house and say, 
'Send to Joppa for Simon who is 
called Peter. 
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Acts 11 
 
He will bring you a message through 
which you and all your household 
will be saved.'  
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Acts 10 [Church Bible p 1042] 
 
You know the message God sent to 
the people of Israel, announcing the 
good news of peace through Jesus 
Christ, who is Lord of all. 



•  First 
 
 ... Written by John Mark 
 ... Material from Peter 
 ... In the 60’s AD 
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You know the message God sent to 
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Acts 10 [Church Bible p 1042] 
 
All the prophets testify about him 
that everyone who believes in him 
receives forgiveness of sins through 
his name. 
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Acts 10 
 
While Peter was still speaking these 
words, the Holy Spirit came on all 
who heard the message.  
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Acts 10 
 
The circumcised believers who had 
come with Peter were astonished 
that the gift of the Holy Spirit had 
been poured out even on Gentiles. 



Transforming Lives 
Chaging the World 

Acts 10 
 
For they heard them speaking in 
tongues and praising God.  



Transforming Lives 
Chaging the World 

Acts 10 
 
Then Peter said, "Surely no one can 
stand in the way of their being 
baptized with water. They have 
received the Holy Spirit just as we 
have."  
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Acts 10 
 
So he ordered that they be baptized 
in the name of Jesus Christ. Then 
they asked Peter to stay with them 
for a few days. 
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Acts 10 
 
For they heard them speaking in 
tongues and praising God.  
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Acts 11 
 
So, if God gave them the same gift 
he gave us who believed in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who was I to think that I 
could stand in God’s way? 
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